interwoven palm branches coated with
mud. Khalifa Osman carried out another
renovation during 646-47 A.D. and added
a Maqsura, or wooden screen.

^Since then Masjid Nab vi
has been reconstructed, enlarged' and em-
bellished by various Khalifas and Sultans
of Egypt and Turkey. Abdul Malik in
685 A.D. appointed Omar-bin Abdal-Aziz.
the governor of Medina to carry out the
work of reconstruction with great libera-
lity. It was this Omar who according to
Ibn Batuta invented the Mihrab. The
new mosque possessed four minarets and
its roof was supported by columns. Mahdi
(775-85 A.D.) and Mamun (813-33 A.D.)
increased its area and made a few
additions. After its destruction by fire in
1256 A.D. it was again reconstructed,
enlarged and embellished by the various
Sultans of Egypt. In 1483 A.D. lighten-
ing caused another fire and the mosque
had to be rebuilt by Mohammad-bin-Qait-
Bey (1495-1498 A.D.).
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